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Breast implants 
introduced

Congress gives FDA
authority to regulate 
medical devices; 
pre-exisiting devices
grandfathered 
pending further 
evaluation
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Breast Implant Key Events Timeline

CBS-TV’s “Face to
Face with Connie
Chung” episode 
generates concern 
about silicone breast
implants

Global Settlement 
talks begin with 
manufacturers

FDA issues breast
implant risk info
booklet

FDA reviews 
Inamed Corp.’s 
silicone breast
implant pre-market 
application (PMA)

The FDA’s approval
of silicone breast
implants reverses a
14-year-old decision
that restricted access.

FDA puts
silicone breast
implants
on its review
schedule

Payouts to
women from
revised Global
Settlement
begin

Saline breast
implants
receive formal
FDA market
approval

The FDA deferred
action and determined
that the PMA for
Inamed Corp.’s  
silicone gel-filled
breast implant is “not
approvable,” calling for
additional information

FDA issues 
moratorium on 
silicone gel breast
implants.

FDA restricts use of 
silicone implants to
breast reconstruction 
and clinical studies
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